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NORTH DAKOTA FARM PRICES 
by 
Per ry V. Hemphil l 
Assis tant Agr icul tura l Economist 
The March 15th, 1947 North Dakota all-commodity farm price 
index at 322 was the highest ever reported for North Dakota. The 
same thing was true for the North Dakota index for grains and for 
the index for meat animals. The index for grains was 333 and the 
index for meat animals was 379. The somewhat lower farm prices 
reported for April 15th, 1947 brought these indexes down, the all-
commodity index being down 17 points, the grains index down 22 
points and the meat animals index down 3 points, as compared 
with those of the previous month. 
The report of the Federal Agricultural Statistician shows that 
on March 15th, 1947 the North Dakota farm prices of six commodi-
ties were the highest of ^ record, with rye at $3.43 per bushel, flaxseed 
<•1 $8.20 per bushel, veal calves at $20.20 per hundred pounds, lambs 
at $20.40 per hundred pounds, hogs at $25.50 per hundred pounds, 
and milk cows at $147.00 per head. Two other commodities were 
the highest of record on April 15th, 1947, beef cattle at $17.80 per 
hundred pounds and sweet clover seed at $8.00 per bushel. The 
farm price for alfalfa seed on April 15th, 1947 equals the record 
price set on May 15th, 1920 when the price was also $27.00 per 
bushel. The farm price for barley of $1.52 for both March 15th, and 
April 15th, has been exceeded by only once when on March 15th, 
1918 the price was $1.60 per bushel. 
As already indicated the April 15th, 1947 North Dakota farm 
prices were somewhat lower than the record high price level estab-
lished on March 15th, 1947. The changes on April 15th were as 
iollows: the grain farm price changes were, durum wheat down 
3 cents, spring wheat down 12 cents, corn up 16 cents, oats down 1 
cent, barley no change, rye down 59 cents and flaxseed down 90 
cents. In the meat animals group, beef cattle were up 50 cents, 
veal calves no change, sheep up 50 cents, lambs down $1.40 and 
hogs down $1.10. The changes in the dairy products from that of 
ihe previous month were, wholesale milk no change, retail milk 
farm price down .2 of 1 cent, butter down 3 cents and butterfat 
down 6 cents. Poultry and eggs changes were; chickens up 1 cent, 
turkeys up 2 cents and eggs no change. The commodities in the 
miscellaneous group show these changes, loose hay up 95 cents, 
) horses no change, milk cows down $5.00, wool no change, potatoes 
down 5 cents, alfalfa seed up $2.50 and sweet clover seed up $1.00. 
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